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Granville Oral Roberts was born January 24, 1918, in Pontotoc County, Oklahoma, the fifth and youngest child of Rev. Ellis Melvin and Claudius Priscilla Roberts. Oral Roberts was world renowned as a healing evangelist, author, educator, and television personality, and became one of the most famous and influential Christian leaders of the twentieth century. 
His ministry began with his own miracle healing of tuberculosis at the age of seventeen. As his older brother drove him to a revival meeting to be prayed for, God spoke to him and said, “Son, I am going to heal you, and you are to take My healing power to your generation. You are to build Me a university based on My authority and on the Holy Spirit.” Roberts was miraculously healed that night of both tuberculosis and lifelong stuttering. His call from God and supernatural healing marked the beginning of a miracle ministry.
Oral obeyed God’s calling on his life, achieving momentous and noteworthy events in the six decade-long ministry that followed:

· 1947 – The Oral Roberts Evangelistic Association was founded in Tulsa, OK. This would become, and still is today, the home base of this international healing ministry. Oral began traveling the world, conducting crusades in a great “tent cathedral,” ministering God’s healing power and proclaiming the message that “God is a good God.” 

· 1955 – Television evangelism was revolutionized when Roberts brought TV cameras into his live healing crusade services. He provided a “front-row seat for miracles” as millions watched and began to have a better understanding of God’s goodness and His desire for “whole person” healing, according to Bible scripture in 3 John 2.
· 1958 – Roberts established the Abundant Life Prayer Group, a prayer ministry for those suffering and in need of immediate prayer. Still in existence today, the ALPG has received more than 27 million phone calls.

· 1963 – Named after its founder, Oral Roberts University, a 500-acre college campus rose up on the corner of 81st and Lewis, in Tulsa, Oklahoma. According to God’s mandate to Oral, students were “raised up to hear God’s voice… to take His healing power where it was not known, even to the uttermost bounds of the earth.” Oral served as President of ORU until 1993.
· 1981 – Roberts took a bold step in the building of the City of Faith Medical and Research Center across the street from the ORU campus. In its years of operation, it would have a tremendous impact on people’s understanding of the importance of merging the healing streams of medicine and prayer.  
Roberts wrote more than 130 books, several personal commentaries on the Bible, and other inspirational material. One of his most substantive works was an audio set titled Oral Roberts Reading the New Testament with His Personal Commentary that includes his life’s teachings on God’s Word. Perhaps best known is his book, The Miracle of Seed Faith, which revolutionized the lives of millions of people who learned how to get their needs met through God’s eternal plan of giving and receiving. 
Oral often said he could never have done all that he did without having his “darling wife, Evelyn” by his side. Evelyn Lutman Roberts was born April 22, 1917, in Warsaw, Missouri, into a family of eight children. The family later moved to Oklahoma where she attended Northeastern State University and later, the Texas College of Arts and Industries. 

Evelyn was a school teacher when she met the young preacher, Oral Roberts, at a church campmeeting. Evelyn wrote in her diary after the service, “Tonight I met my future husband.” But it would be two more years before Oral would write to see if he could visit her in Texas. Mama Lutman agreed, and while she chaperoned, Oral and Evelyn spent the weekend getting to know each other. Then, with Oral’s poetic quality and flair for commanding words, He made his pitch for Evelyn’s hand in marriage: “My huge, happy, hilarious heart is throbbing tumultuously, tremendously, triumphantly, with a lingering, lasting, long-lived love for you. As I gaze into your bewildering, beauteous, bounteous, beaming eyes, I am literally, lonesomely, lost in a dazzling, daring, delightful dream in which your fair, felicitous, fanciful face is ever present like a colossal, comprehensive constellation. Will you be my sweet, smiling, soulful, satisfied spouse?”    

In Evelyn’s pragmatic frame of mind—and one that she would come to be known for in her lifetime—she replied, “Listen here, Oral. If you’re trying to propose to me, you’d better talk to me in the English language.” He did, and she accepted. And on Christmas Day in 1938, in Stilwell, Oklahoma, the partnership of a lifetime began!
Evelyn played a vital role as Oral’s prayer partner and confidante, working beside her husband in the day-to-day operations of the Oral Roberts Ministries and the University. Evelyn also authored several books, including “His Darling Wife, Evelyn: The Autobiography of Mrs. Oral Roberts,” “Heaven Has a Floor” and “Evelyn Roberts' Miracle Life Stories.”

 For more than 66 years, they were a partnership for the Lord in taking the message of God’s saving, healing, delivering power to the world. Their abiding faith in God and their determination to obey Him in whatever He told them to do, regardless of the cost, have blessed generations of people.  

Oral and Evelyn had four children, 12 grandchildren, and several great-grandchildren. The vision God gave to Oral Roberts continues today through the ministry and outreaches of Oral Robert’s Ministries in Tulsa, Oklahoma, led by their son, Richard, and his wife, Lindsay. 
